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Welcome to the 31 consecutive Lytchett Bay annual report. The data that we have gathered & published
over the period constitutes a comprehensive | og of
2014, thanks to work led by Nick Hull, we have widened the report to cover a much wider taxa, interest in
this section is growing year on year (page 47). Joe Parker has again prepared of the bird ringing report
(page 7) and ringing data.

Overall it was a much more settled year weather wise. In fact for the large part it was unremarkable. A
notable hot spell toward the end of July led to UK record temperatures in many areas. This led us into a
settled and hot first half of August for the first time for more than 20 years. The Autumn lacked a European
high pressure system and was dominated by low pressure from the west. A cold spell in December failed to
produce any cold weather movements.

From early January we enjoyed good diversity and good numbers. From the beginning it felt like a special
year. 170 species were recorded, the most ever! This total included considerable quality throughout the
systematic list. 2 new species were added to the Lytchett Bay list moving it on to 234. A good number of
new record counts and early and late date records were established. Ringing effort was down on the last
couple of years due to competing demands on volunteer time but the overall numbers ringed were
comparable. Demonstrating to some degree what a good year for birds this was at Lytchett Bay.

The highlights of the year included our first Bean GeeseandBo na p ar t e bhe 3“Greéntwinged
Teal, 4" Pectoral Sandpiper and Black Tern, 5" Common Scoter, 5" & 6" Great Northern Diver, 5™ -
10" Goshawk, 6" Common Crane & Wryneck, 6" & 7" Glossy Ibis, 9" 1 10" Aquatic Warbler (3 birds),
10" & 11" Yellow-browed Warbler, 11" Honey-buzzard.

Egyptian Goose, Grey Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, Jack Snipe, Common Sandpiper, Black-headed Gull,
Mediterranean Gull, Cormorant, Cattle Egret, Marsh Harrier, Raven and Firecrest occurred in greater
numbers than ever before.

Shaun Robson, Mar 2023.

Cover photos: Bean Goose & White-t ai | ed Eagl e (lan Ballam), Bonaparteds -whgedl (S
Teal (Peter Moore)
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Lytchett Bay i people and wildlife

2022 built on the foundations that have been put in place in recent years. Several projects that were
developing during the previous year came to fruition.

The approval, funding, construction and opening of Rock Lea View in October was a major step forward in
improving and managing access to the north shore of Lytchett Bay and is already proving to be a very
popular attraction for both bird watching visitors and local people.

GUIDE TO

Many organisations and individuals made this possible and the RSPB would like to give thanks to the
funders, Wessex Water and Birds and Recreation Initiative (BARI), all of the contractors who did a fantastic
job and of course the landowners, The Lees Family for their strong support.

A special mention and thank you must go to the growing band of Lytchett Bay volunteers (mostly local
birders and photographers) who helped in many ways including ground works and building the viewing
screen. Hopefully they will all be rewarded with great birds and birding from Rock Lea View in the years to
come.

Rock Lea View adds further variety to RSPB Lytchett Fields. Usually best on a rising or falling tide, the light
improves as the day goes on especially on clear sunny days. We are sure that August in particular is going
to be a popular month for Osprey watchers providing opportunities to enjoy spectacles like this one
captured by Mark Wright.




The House Martin tower was
installed by Birds of Poole
Harbour near the SANG carpark
in May and we all have our
fingers crossed that the local
birds like it and that it helps the
local colony of this declining
species.

After much work by Lytchett Minster & Upton Town Council, their open space at Lytchett Bay View was
designated a local nature reserve. This is another step forward in protecting and enhancing the shore and
hinterland around the Bay. The meadow was again managed with a cut and collect process and the area
was awarded a Gold award in the South-East in Bloom conservation category!
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BARI and BCP installed signage as a first step to
reduce disturbance on the Turlin Moor saltmarsh.
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With all of this going on it was time to redesign the Guide to Birding Lytchett Bay.

Guide to Birding

Lytchett Bay

Thanks to Liv Cooper and her colleagues at Birds of Poole Harbour this is now available at Guide to
Birding Lytchett Bay vs2 (birdsofpoolet@yur.co.uk)

With the continued support of the RSPB and volunteer donations lan Ballam maintained the winter bird
feeding station at the Pool viewpoint at Lytchett Fields i an increasingly popular aspect of the site for local
people.

During the autumn, in partnership with Stour Ringing Group, Birds of Poole Harbour again delivered their
Bearded Tit ringing demonstrations at Lytchett Bay. This year the weather was not quite so kind but
again the guests enjoyed some close up experiences together with the quality engagement and education
that is the trademark of the Birds of Poole Harbour team. We are very grateful Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT)
and Amphibian & Reptile Conservation (ARC) for access and hope to repeat these events in 2023.

A good number of Volunteer events were undertaken throughout the year. These included a litter pick
with DWT, reed cutting at the Turlin Screen with BCP, path laying with the RSPB and Birds of Poole
Harbour at Lytchett Fields.

£ British Birds | Ittt

August 2022 + Vol.| 15 + 421-480

After 30 years on this patch SR was asked
to write about his Lytchett Bay history by
the journal British Birds.

The best way to stay connected with all that is going on at Lytchett Bay is to follow one of our social media
channels where we share news of sightings, discoveries and events. Twitter (@LytchettP) now has 955
followers and Facebook (Friends of Lytchett Bay) 509 friends. Please help us bring these to life by posting
your news and photographs on a regular basis.


https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Guide-to-Birding-Lytchett-Bay-1.pdf
https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Guide-to-Birding-Lytchett-Bay-1.pdf
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Bird Ringing 2021 i Joe Parker

Collectively, ringing activities took place on 56 dates (down 45% on last year) but strong autumn migration
made up for the reduced effort. A total of 2434 new birds of 57 species were ringed, only a couple of busy
autumn ringing sessions short of another consecutive record-breaking number with more than 100 birds
ringed on six sessions! Efforts were spread between three sites: Lytchett Fields (RSPB), Lytchett Heath
(ARC and DWT) and Sandy Close Pond (Private Garden).

The 31 visits to Lytchett Heath predominantly involved mist netting passage passerines, with 10 visits
including the reedbed rides, as well as a single Pied Wagtail and two Swallow roost sessions. Lytchett
Fields sessions are grouped by nocturnal wader surveys (five visits from Jan to Mar), passerine mist netting
targeting Aquatic Warbler along the seawall (11 visits) and focussed Rock/Water Pipit projects (9 visits).
Sandy Close Pond operates primarily as a winter site for training SRG members, receiving eight visits.

This montage created by Nick Hull provides an instructive comparison of Sedge Warbler and Aquatic Warbler. From L to R i Adult
Sedge, Juvenile Aquatic, Juvenile Sedge. Lytchett Heath August 2022.

A good year for Aquatic Warbler migration through Britain and Ireland saw birds recorded across Dorset,
Cornwall, Devon, Gwent and Cork. Of the five Dorset birds, three were ringed at Lytchett Bay! Kestrel
became the latest species to be added to the ringing list for the site. Continued Bearded Tit studies,
coupled with the highly-popular series of Bearded Tit ringing demonstrations delivered by Birds of Poole
Harbour and SRG, continue to provide conservation and public engagement value. However, nocturnal
wader surveys at Lytchett Fields were curtailed

Grasshopper Warbler © Peter Moore



Lytchett Bay 2022 colour-ring sightings map
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Appendix 2 summarises species ringing totals. Details of recoveries and controls are detailed under
species accounts. Since 1983, at least 34,738 birds of 88 species have been ringed at Lytchett Bay. We
continue to research historical data and add new data and discoveries as we find them.

Our ringing data is published on Trektellen. We are endeavouring to add our historical data to this
accessible database. All input data is available at [Trektellen.org]- Totals Lytchett Bay RS (Dorset,

England)-1

Acknowledgements:

The Birds of Poole Harbour & Dorset Bird Club host this and our previous annual reports on their websites
which is hugely appreciated.

SR would like to add particular thanks to lan Ballam for his continued commitment to birding and bird
recording at Lytchett Bay and for his support with various volunteer activity at Lytchett Fields (especially
during his absence in the last 3 months of the year). To friends at Stour Ringing Group for companionship
and hard work. Many thanks his fellow editors Nick Hull, Joe Parker for their survey work and assistance in
researching and writing this report. To Stephen F Smith for his work on plants at RSPB Lytchett Fields.

Stour Ringing Group would like to thank the RSPB, Post Green Estate, DWT & ARC for their kind
permission to ring at Lytchett Bay.

Many thanks to all the observers who supplied records and comments via BirdTrack, e-Bird, Twitter and
other information sources. Finally, to everyone who has allowed us to use their excellent images which
brighten and decorate this report. Please keep them coming.


https://trektellen.org/site/totals/1829/-1/0/0
https://trektellen.org/site/totals/1829/-1/0/0

Symmetry and reflections i Juv Curlew Sandpipers © lan Ballam

Systematic List 2022 - Shaun Robson, with ringing data by Joe Parker

3971 specific records were collated during the year via the @BirdTrack and @Team_eBird databases
covering 170 species.l n addi ti on, many more records of common

' i st so t o bBachhoftikantirasiies at eyschett Bay have beensetupase-Bi r d fAHDt spot
including the new Rock Lea Viewpoint. Users of e-Bird are encouraged to log their sightings against these.

If anyone would like advice ontheuseofe-Bi rd t hen SR is very happy to tr
mechanism is based around 1km squares, again records logged against the actual square are most helpful.

BTO Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) are conducted monthly from September to March. RSPB Lytchett
Fields is surveyed completely bi-weekly on the high tide. This data is incorporated within the species
accounts.

Nocturnal sound recording conducted by Nick Hull at Lytchett Way continues to provide new and
fascinating information about the unseen migration over our area and the highlights of this research are
included in the systematic list.

BirdTrack functionality has been used to generate graphs showing the weekly maxima throughout the year

for some regularly occurring species. The interpretation of these requires some cautionasnotalligr ap h e d
species are counted every week; this can lead to gaps in the data. Where necessary this is clarified in the

text.

Bird records were received from the recording area on all but 4 days as set out below.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
31 28 31 30 31 30 31 31 30 31 28 29

The systematic list follows the latest 10C list as followed by the Dorset Bird Club.

Species names are followed by 2 or 3 numbers. The first is the record known count recorded at the Bay.
This now includes historical counts by observers going back to 1975. The middle figure is the maximum
day count in the period since 1992 (if less than the first). The final figure is the number of years in which the
species has been recorded since 1992 (max 31), the year in which the current spell of comprehensive
coverage began.



The symbol which follows each species name shows the direction of travel of the species status at Lytchett
Bay over the last 5 years. We think these are quite intuitive; strongly increasing, increasing, stable,
declining and strongly declining. Hopefully this feature will enable others to compare the data from this site
with experiences at their own site and engender some debate and understanding.

Dark-bellied Brent Goose: (1447 23)n
Common winter visitor. Present until 10" Feb and from 12" Oct after which birds were present almost daily
until the year end. Max 70 on 11" Jan & 81 on 16" Dec.

Canada Goose: (60271 31) k
Increasingly frequent visitor. 2 pairs bred. Max, a rather low, 148 on 24™ Sep.

Barnacle Goose: (5071 12)
Scare migrant, some records refer to feral residents. Birds sound recorded calling over the Lytchett Way
listening station on 20" Oct was the only record of the year.

Greylag Goose: (4071 23) n
Uncommon feral wanderer. Recorded in 5 months on at least 15 dates. Max 9 on 2 dates.

Tundra Bean Goose:

First record. Barely on the radar as a species for the Bay given the general rarity of wild grey geese in the

area over the last 20 or so years. 3 flew in to Lytchett Fields on 29" Jan (IB et al). 2 were still present the

next morning but were flushed when the sound of wildfowlers gun fire rang out from the Bay. The first of

many many highlights in this yearodés systematic | i st
period around Holes Bay and were subsequently re-found in the Swineham area?

A first of Lytchett Bay that even wth the occurrence ede t he Hiq

rarely land on the site so this was very special (© lan Ballam)

Mute Swan: (581 31) n
Uncommon resident, increases in winter. Bred between 2002-2007 and in 2015. A rather poor year. Apart
from a spring visit by 20 on 5" May numbers rarely reached double figures.
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Egyptian Goose: (1371 9) k
Scarce feral visitor, records continue to increase year on year. The first record was in 2011. Recorded on
12 dates. 13 over Lytchett Heath on 28" Sep was a record count.

Shelduck: (6457 54871 31) m
Occasional breeder and winter visitor. 2 family parties noted in Jun. The max count was a disappointing 58
on 15" Jan. The poorest year since 2012, which was the worst year on record.

Garganey: (371 8)

Rare visitor. First records since 2018. A popular drake was in Lytchett Bay on 20" Mar (IB et al), our
earliest record. A pair arrived at Lytchett Fields on 24™ Apr and remained until 4" May giving hope of local
breeding, alas there was no evidence of this (PS et al).

Shoveler: (2871 30) n
Scarce visitor, which can occur at any time. 19 bird-days on 8 dates. Max 4 on 10" Aug.

Gadwall: (7371 25) k

Increasingly frequent visitor and occasional breeder. 4 juveniles seen on 2 dates in mid-Jul confirmed
breeding. Most birds in late spring and early summer are presumed to be non-breeding individuals. Max 23
on 12" Jun.

Wigeon: (7327 31)n
Common winter visitor. Absent from 16" Apr until 27" Aug. Max 493 on 12" Jan & 568 on 30" Oct.

Mallard: (1237 31)n
Breeds at several sites around the recording area. Very regular on Sandy Close Pond. Fewer in winter.
Max 46 on 23 Aug.

Northern Pintail: (21 -23)n
Scarce visitor. A typical year with 32 bird-days on 19 dates until 27" Apr and from 11" Sep. Max 4 on 15%
Jan.

Teal: (13457 31) k

Winter visitor and passage migrant. 2 juveniles on 19" Jul suggested that breeding occurred on site. Max
832 on 28" Oct. A first-winter male was ringed on 6th Jan during a nocturnal wader survey. Only the
second Teal to be ringed at Lytchett Bay, with the first bird ringed on exactly the same date 21 years ago!

Green-winged Teal: (17 3)
A male was present at Lytchett Fields from 4" 1 18" Apr (IB et al). Our 3™ record of this North American
duck. Previous records in 2000 and 2016-17.

Tufted Duck: (2071 18) n
Rare visitor. 4 on 6" Nov was the only record.

Common Scoter: (?71 2)

5" record. One day we will see one swimming on the water in the Bay, until then we will continue to enjoy
the sounds of nocturnal migrants. At least 1 at 01:07 on 27" Mar, perfect date for spring migration, over the
Lytchett Way listening station.

Goosander: (471 11)
Rare visitor. 2 records. A drake on 22" Jan and a redhead on 14™ Mar.

Red-breasted Merganser: (737 31)n

Winter visitor. Recorded on at least 55 dates until 20" Mar and from 25" Nov. The period of occurrence
seems to be contracting year on year. April departures and October arrivals were once the norm. Max 10
on 28" Feb.

11



Pheasant: n
Common resident.

Nightjar: (37 22)n

Irregular breeder. Present at Lytchett
Heath from 3™ Jun into mid Jul but
breeding not thought to have
occurred. One heard churring at Turlin
Moor for second year running in Aug.
Migrants recorded at Lytchett Fields in
late Aug.

Four ringed between 8 - 11" Aug,
marking a new record annual total for
the site!

A rare opportunity to photograph this nocturnal
species during daylight © lan Ballam

Swift: (1137 31) n
Passage migrant and occasional local breeder. Recorded between 29" Apr - 25" Aug in very small
numbers. Max count 30 on 4" Jul was the only double figure count!

Cuckoo: (27 30)n

Scarce visitor in spring. Not
so good as 2021, recorded

on 10 dates as opposed to
20. The first was at Lytchett
Heath on 29™ Apr and the last
on 16™ Jun. All singles.

© lan Ballam

Stock Dove: (7271 31) k
Uncommon resident, increasing. At least 2 pairs bred in the vicinity of Lytchett Fields. The arable field
proved attractive in both winter periods. Max 63 on 12" Apr.

Woodpigeon: (17,7851 31)n
Common resident and autumn migrant. Autumn movements were few. Max 1500 on 12" Nov. 1 ringed.
12



Collared Dove: (1871 31)n
Resident. Recorded across the site on a daily basis. Max 11 at on location on 4" Nov.

Water Rail: (67 pairsi 31)n

Common resident and winter visitor. No perceived ch
found 67 prs. Single bird ringed during a Birds of Poole Harbour Bearded Tit ringing demonstration on 14"

Oct.

Moorhen: (187 31)k

Common resident. Breeds widely across the area, much more so than in the past. A pair bred at Sandy
Close Pond for the fourth year in a row. Max full grown birds at any one site was 10 at Lytchett Fields in
Jan.

Coot: (6271 20)

Very scarce visitor, though night recording is proving that they are very frequent overhead nocturnal
migrants. The first was sound recorded on 215 Mar at the Lytchett Way listening station and on a further 22
dates in spring until 2" May! 1 was actually seen at Lytchett Fields on 18" May. Sound recorded on 5 dates
in autumn.

Common Crane: (871 4)

Rare visitor. 6" record. 8 flew west over Lytchett Fields on the afternoon of 27" Sep (1B, RP). What an
experience this must have been. The birds looked like they might land but having circled they regained
height and carried on. The first multiple occurrence of this species and surely wild migrants (none appeared
to be ringed in the photographs taken and all were adults).

Previous records:

19757 1 on 16" Aug.

19997 1 on 19" Sep - 10" Oct (on and off) at Lytchett Fields.
2016 - 2 flew SE on 6" Mar, 1 flew N on 3" Jun.

20197 1 on 28" Sep flew over Lytchett Fields.

An afternoon autumn surprise. A number of this yeards r enger kab
is in part responsible for the growing annuallist. fFl 'y by és o | i ke this would al most©Rogrtainl
Pitts)

Little Grebe: (12-31)n
Winter visitor. Present in the Bay, and occasionally on Lytchett Fields, on many days until 4" Mar and from
16" Aug. Max 11 on 12" Oct. Nocturnal migrants were sound recorded on 2", 3, 171" Apr.

Great Crested Grebe; (7 - 28) k
Increasingly frequent visitor. A similar number to 2021. Seen on 30 dates in 9 out 12 months across the
year. Max 2 on several dates.

13



Oystercatcher: (4007 30) n

A common winter visitor and passage migrant. Turlin Fields and Turlin Shore at high tide remain the
favored locations, with fewer birds remaining in the bay to feed at low tide. Increasingly birds are seen on
Lytchett Fields, particularly in spring and summer.

Whil st birds were seen frequently at Lytchett Field
attempt. A very poor year in terms of numbers, max 80 on 18" Nov. The first year where there has been no
3 figure counts.

Pied Avocet: (3271 30) k
Increasingly regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Year on year occurrence seems less reliant on cold
weather. Present almost daily until 5" Apr and from 13" Oct.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
186 69 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 7 75 176

Ym+GY (ET07291) - present at Lytchett Bay with mid-winter with observations on 25" Nov & 14" Dec
2021, 1

1™ & 14™ Jan 2022. ) o
e — —————_  Ringed as a pullus on 18" Jun 1999 at
—_— . —— - ~ ____+ Snettisham RSPB Reserve, Norfolk, UK
—— — -~ making the bird at least 22 yrs old.
Remarks: Yellow ring on right leg has

slipped partially over metal ring.

© Shaun Robson

RB+GN (EY04575) - Present at Lytchett Bay on 16-17" Jan 2022. It was ringed as a pullus on 14" Jun
2012 at Saline Lagoon, Greatham Creek, Stockton-on-Tees, UK. The bird has also been observed at in
Lincolnshire between 2016-2019.

Lapwing: (300071 31)n

Formerly bred, nowanon-br eeding visitor in smaller numbers. Br
confirmed breeding 1999. 1 or 2 birds were again present during Apr & May but there was no evidence of a
breeding attempt. Birds were recorded in every month. The max count of 500 was on 27" Dec.

Single bird ringed during Lytchett Fields nocturnal wader survey on 22" Mar. First ringed since 2006!

14
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3 colour ringed Lapwing give some insight as to the origins of our winter flock. Not too far away based on
these birds.

Nfl//WN+N//Bm - present at Lytchett Bay on 4th Feb 2022.

e T S R e It was ringed as a pullus on 9th Jul 2021 at Avon
Tyrell South, Hampshire, UK. A movement of 20 km.
The bird was also observed at Lytchett Bay on three
dates in Nov 2021.

© lan Ballam

G//GN + Nfl//Bm - present at Lytchett Bay on 24" May, 17" Jun, 22" & 24" Jul and 6™ Oct 2022.

It was ringed on 16th Apr 2021 as an adult female at
Watton's Ford, Avon Valley, Hampshire, UK. A
movement of 24 km. The bird has previously been
observed at Lytchett Bay in Oct & Dec 2021.

© lan Ballam
15



N(fl)//GN + N//Wm - present at Lytchett Bay on 22" Apr 2022.

It was ringed in the Avon Valley nr Fordingbridge in
June 2019

© lan Ballam

Golden Plover: (1607 17)

Scarce visitor, surprisingly so. First records since
2018!

1 on 26™ Jan, 1 on 19" Aug, 1 on 4" Sep, 2 on 30™
Oct & 2 on 4™ Nov.

Laying your eyes on a Golden Plover in Poole Harbour in
August or September gets the
of thisyear® birdswerej ust t hat . ©l@mBallad ay ¢

Grey Plover: (1871 25) n
Scarce visitor. A much better year than 2021 largely thanks to a long staying individual at the year end. The

first was a single on 19" Aug. Recorded on a further 24 dates. 17 at Lytchett Fields on 15t Nov was the
second biggest flock ever, 18 on 15t Jan 2015 being the record. 1 remained until 22" Dec.

Ringed Plover; (507 27)n
Passage migrant, previously scarce. 393 bird-days on 81 dates. Notably more than the last 2 years.

Spring migration 15t Mar i 13" Jun. Max 18 on 1%t May. Autumn migration 13" Jul i 3 Oct. Max 27 on 14"
Sep. The majority of records in both seasons coming from Lytchett Fields.

Little Ringed Plover: (157 20) k

Increasingly frequent summer visitor. The first was on 16" Mar. Birds were then seen almost daily until mid-
Jul. The peak count was 6 on several dates. It appeared that these had settled into 3 pairs and copulation
was witnessed but hopes of successful breeding were not realised.

Summer merged into return passage. For the second year in a row this was weak. Peak of 5 on a couple of
dates in Jul. Only 1 record in Aug, a single bird from 27" - 31¢t,

16



Whimbrel: (15771 31)n

Passage migrant, most numerous in Spring. The first on 15" Apr was followed by 157 bird-days up until
15" May, max 21 on 28™ Apr. Significant nocturnal migration was recorded at the end of Apr 1 early May
including 51+ calls between 21:46hrs & 04:16hrs on 2" - 39 May.

Autumn passage occurred between 19" Jul i 16™ Sep involving 70 bird-days, max 8 on 5" Aug.

Curlew: (1167 31)n
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Frequently seen on Lytchett Fields in small numbers.

Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
26 33 8 4 5 18 42 20 29 26 28 n.c.

M//R+R//WR (FP45756) - present at Lytchett Bay during winter 2021/22 until at least 25™ Feb, arriving back
the following season on 18™ Jun 2022 and continuing into 2023.

It was ringed as an adult female at
Strodgemoor, Burley Street, New Forest,
Hampshire, UK on 25th May 2018. The bird
was fitted with a GPS tag, but unfortunately
this fell off one month after fitting. It was seen
in the Avon Valley, Hants in Mar 2019,
presumably on its way back to its breeding
site. First encountered at Lytchett Bay on 16th
Sep 2018, the bird has returned to over-
wintered every year since. Many thanks to
Pete Potts for this information.

© lan Ballam

Bar-tailed Godwit: (1107 27) n

Scarce visitor. 23 bird-days on 14 dates.
Spring passage between 24" Apr - 5" May.
Max 3 on 2 dates. In autumn between 17
20" Sep. Max 3 on last date.

© lan Ballam
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Black-tailed Godwit: (12407 31) n

Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Spring passage was especially strong. Max 805 on 7" Apr.
The non-breeding flock present in the early noughties during June seems to have moved elsewhere. The
first juv of the year was seen on 4" Aug. The gap in records at the year-end is due to a recording error
rather than absence. LG+RO on occurred again in Feb. (see below for more details).
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Over the last 26 years colour ringed birds have proved that birds visiting Lytchett Bay breed in Iceland
(L.lislandica). Birds seen at Lytchett Bay also visit western France, Portugal, Ireland, Scotland, The
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, E England as well as many locations along the south coast.
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LG+RO - present at Lytchett Bay on 14th Feb 2022.

Ringed as an adult female on 27th Jun 2002 at
Langhus, Fljét, ICELAND. This makes the bird at
least 21 years old(!). Although this individual
continues to be the oldest recorded at Lytchett Bay,
therebds another 11 years
longevity record for the species. It has previously
visited Lytchett Bay in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2012,

2013, 2015, 2017 & 2021. During its life this bird has
also been seen in Portugal, western France,

© lan Ballam Humberside and Hampshire.

LNL+YRY - resent at L chett Ba on 25-26th Feb 2022.
- =

It was ringed at Axe Estuary, Seaton, Devon on 10th
Nov 2013. It has previously been encountered at
Lytchett Bay in 2014, 2015, 2017, 2018 and 2021.
All recent records are from Poole Harbour.

© lan Ballam
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BOL+RNR - present at Lytchett Bay on 8th & 25th Feb 2022 and again on 1st Aug 2022.

It was ringed as an adult female at Harty, The
Swale, Kent on 28th Aug 2019. The bird has
previously been encountered at Lytchett Bay every
year from autumn 2020.

Ul &
i
W N

© lan BII

Left leg always given first, all rings above the tibia (unless preceded by the mark //). Recently some birds
have been marked with leg flags rather than rings. Colours are:

O = Orange L = Lime (this can look very washed out in the field, approaching white)
R =Red G = Green

W = White B = Blue

Y = Yellow N = Niger

Many thanks to Pete Potts and the Farlington Ringing Group, Bédvar borisson and the Iceland Wader
Group for supplying this information.

Red Knot: (4871 22) n
Scarce visitor. A poor year with records on only 7 dates between 315 Jul i 7" Oct. Max 4 on 27" Sep & 6"
Oct.

Ruff: (117 27) n

Scarce visitor. 32 bird-days in autumn (similar to last 3
years). After 1 on 5" Jul there were no more records until
20" Sep. After which seen regularly until 3" Nov. All
autumn records at Lytchett Fields bar an adult in Bay on
7" Oct. Max 2 on 1% Oct.

This year we have focused on waders in flight. This is an interesting
capture of a juvenile Ruff taking off by © Richard Stephenson

Curlew Sandpiper: (137 16) k

Scarce autumn migrant. A record year by a considerable margin. 236 bird-days on 68 dates between 5"
Sep i 23™ Nov. Max 13 on 29" Sep. Eclipsing the previous best in 2016 (158 bird-days) and previous
record count (9 on 21% Aug 2016). Most birds, but not all, were juveniles.
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We also had an exceptional colour-ringedr e c or d é .

Rm+Y(ASE) (8N69111) - present at Lytchett Bay on 23-28" Sep 2022.
i I A s ‘ o) It was ringed on 10" Sep 2022 as a
: N 3 juvenile at Makkevika, Giske
Ornithological Station, NORWAY. A
SW movement of 1,395 km.
Amazingly, the bird was also seen at
Moddergat, NETHERLANDS during
its journey to us on 13™ Sep 2022(!).

© lan Ballam

Sanderling: (771 7)
Rare visitor. 2 records after a blank year in 2021. Singles at Lytchett Bay on 16" May (IB et al) and Lytchett
Fields on 4" Sep (PS et al).

Dunlin: (18007 12007 31)n

Regular winter visitor and passage migrant. Both winter periods were again decent by recent standards,
though spring migration was a bit of a none-event. The first returning bird was on 15" Jul after which
autumn migration was very good. Max 405 on 26" Oct. The huge majority of birds were seen at Lytchett
Fields. Single bird ringed during Lytchett Fields nocturnal wader survey on 6th Jan.
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Little Stint: (77 16) k

Scarce autumn migrant. The second best year on record (after 2017). 32 bird-days on 23 dates between
239 Aug & 25" Oct (the latest ever). 2 recorded on many dates but change over in individuals was
considerable.
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Pectoral Sandpiper:
4" record. An adult at Lytchett Fields on 26" Jul (CW et al) was an excellent mid-summer find.

© Shaun Robson

Woodcock: (57 21) n

Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. The number of records of this species is largely a reflection of the
effort made to see them. Nick Hopper studied Woodcock during early 2014 on behalf of The Birds of Poole
Harbour. Following transects at Lytchett Bay the estimated winter population was predicted to be 8 birds
(No more than 5 have ever been seen on one visit). Relatively little survey effort this year but birds seen in
Jan, Feb and Dec. The most interesting record was 2 at Lytchett Heath on the morning of 14" Aug. Single
bird ringed during Lytchett Fields nocturnal wader survey on 6th Jan.

Jack Snipe: (6 -22)n

Scarce but under recorded winter visitor. Like Woodcock, records are to a degree a reflection of birder /
survey effort as much as presence. Another good year and a record count. 32 bird-days, until 9" Apr and
from 30" Sep. The use of a thermal imaging scope is changing our awareness and knowledge of this
secretive species. 6 on 6" Jan was a record count (previously 5 on 14™ Apr 2004). Ten new birds ringed
between 6™ Jan and 27" Feb.

NV75658 - becomes the second record of winter site fidelity for Lytchett Bay. Originally ringed as a first-
winter on 17" Feb 2021, the bird was encountered back at Whimbrel Field 398 days later on 22™ Mar 2022.

Snipe: (1607 1327 31) m
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Recorded until 24" Apr, returning on the 24" Jun (earliest return date).
Max 32 in 1% period and 42 in 2". Three ringed in January during Lytchett Fields nocturnal wader surveys.

Common Sandpiper: (187 31)n

Uncommon passage migrant. 8 bird-days in spring between 27" Mar (earliest date) i 11" May. Record
breaking autumn passage 19" Jun i 27" Sep. The previous record of 14 (2015 & 2020) was broken twice.
15 on 17 Aug and then again with a vocal single flock of 18 on the Fields on 9" Sep. 3 ringed.

Green Sandpiper: (307 31)k

Common non-breeding visitor. Lytchett Fields and western most part of the Bay is the favored area.
Present until 15t May and from 19" Jun. After which birds were seen on most visits until the year end. Max
15 on 19" Jul & 1%t Aug.
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Four eye catching images capturing some of our waders in flight. Curlew, 2 Wood

Sandpipers, Juvenile Spotted Redshank & Common Redshank (© Mark Wright)
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Redshank: (6081 4361 31) m
Common winter visitor. It looks like this species has become the latest breeding extinction at the Bay.
There were no confirmed breeding records again this year. The last breeding took place in 2018. Many of
the saltmarshes at Lytchett Bay are now either heavily grazed by Sika or patrolled by foxes. Disturbance
from dog walkers has declined in the last 2 years thanks to work by local land managing partners. Max 236
on 12" Nov.

Monthly max:

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

111 126 n.c. 37 1 17 78 78 130 231 236 n.c

Wood Sandpiper: (57 19)
Scarce migrant. 5 records. A rare spring bird on 30" Apr was the earliest ever (previously 8" May 1996). 1
on 2" Aug, 2 on 16" Aug, 1 on 14" Sep & 1 on 18" Sep.

Spotted Redshank: (6871 427 31)n

Scarce passage migrant and scarce winter visitor. A much better year with presence on 122 dates with 188
bird-days. Present until 24™ Apr, max 3 on 5" Apr. From 6" Aug till the year end. Max 4 on 9" Sep & 26™
Sep. 3 on 28" Dec.

Greenshank: (4971 2771 31)n

Common non-breeding visitor. Another excellent year. There were no records between 28" May and 15t Jul
but present almost daily outside that period. Max 24 on 26" Sep, the best count since 27 on 18" Aug 1997.
Lytchett Fields was by far the most used habitat.
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RN+GB (DT00415) was present from the beginning of the year until at least 10™ Apr 2022. It returned for its
8th season on 16™ Jul 2022 and continued into 2023.

It was ringed as a juvenile at Seabrook,
Montrose Basin, Scotland on 29th Sep
2015. A seasoned visitor to Lytchett Bay,
it was first encountered on 4thi 12th Apr
20186, returning for the non-breeding
seasons of 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19,
2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22. It was
recorded at Steart, Somerset in Dec
2015.

© lan Ballam
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R+YfI(CSL) i ringed as part of the NORWEGIAN scheme. Unfortunately the details could not be read with
100% confidence and therefore the precise details could not be confirmed. Present at Lytchett Bay on 1%
Jul 2022.

Bonaparteds Gull

First record. This species had always been on the radar when watching the evening gull roost. However
with only 9 county records up to the end of 2021 it was always going to be a long shot, especially given that
our commonest gull is the similar looking Black-headed Guill.

On the evening of 9" Feb brief views of a probable adult were obtained (SR) but without further sightings
they would be insufficient for acceptance. Local observers were put on alert to look for the bird the following
day. Amazingly, and to the relief of the finder, the bird was present the following morning (PVH) and
showed well until around 3pm enabling a good number of local birders to see it. By 3:30pm it could not be
found and it was not seen again. (See finders report on page 43)

@SteveSmith

BirdingPooleHarbourandBeyond.blogspot.co.uk
Never close, we were grateful that © Steve W Smith managed to get these very decent record shots.

Black-headed Gull: (150007 31) n

A very common visitor. Excellent numbers visited the Bay pre-roost during mid - late February. Observer
effort was increased as a result of the Bonaparteos
peaking at an all-time record of 15,000 on 27" Feb (previously 12,000 on 14" Mar 1981). The first local juv

was seen on 215 Jun.

25S9 (white ring) (EY83259) - present at Lytchett Bay on 13" May 2022. Although previous records go
back every year to 2019, the individual has only now been traced! It was ringed as a pullus on 4™ Jun 2016
at Hosehill Lake NR, Hampshire, UK.

The individual has also been observed at Lytchett Bay on 24" May & 2™ Jul 2019, 28" May 2020, 12" &
23" Jun 2021.

T58 (white ring) - present at Lytchett Bay on 22" Jul 2022. It was ringed at Svanemgllebugten,
Kgbenhavn, DENMARK on 19" Mar 2011. A movement of 1,120 km. It has previously been encountered at
Lytchett Bay in 2017, 2018, 2020 and 2021.

EL22 (yellow ring) (8T47376) - present at Lytchett Bay on 22" Jul 2022. It was ringed as a pullus on 26"
May 2020 at Molsbroek, Oost-Vlaanderen, BELGIUM.

Mediterranean Gull: (2057 30) n

Spring and early summer visitor, occasional at other times. Assessing actual numbers in spring is very
difficult due to the number of calling birds passing overhead. A record year, with large numbers visiting
throughout the spring. 205 on 27" Feb was the best count achieved though the actual numbers was likely
to have been somewhat higher.
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Monthly max:
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
11 205 160 86 150 51 6 2 1 1 3 1

3860 (white ring

E947766) - present at Lytchett Bay on 7™ Jun 2022,

It was ringed as a pullus on 9" June 2018 at
Antwerp, Flanders, BELGIUM. A W movement of
450 km.

The bird has also been observed in Portugal during
2019 & 2021, as well as Cornwall & Hampshire.

© lan Ballam

39LL (white ring) (E438192) - present at Lytchett Bay on 7" Jun 2022.

It was ringed as a pullus on 11th Jun 2020 at
Beveren, Kieldrecht, Oost-Vlaanderen, Flanders,
BELGIUM.

© lan Ballam

Common Gull: (30007 31)n

A common winter visitor and passage migrant, especially in spring. Max 520 on 23 Feb. Not recorded
between 9" May and 13" Jul.

Great Black-backed Gull: (1517 31)n
Daily visitor throughout the year in small numbers. The max count for the site of 151 was way back in 2003
when Corfe Mullen Tip was in its hey-day. Max 17 on 1% Oct.

Herring Gull: (25007 31) n
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Numbers
tip attracted large numbers of gulls to the wider area. Max 420 on 25" Sep.

Yellow legged Gull: (657 30),
Increasingly uncommon visitor. Recorded on only 9 dates, another new low since the species was first
recorded in 1992. All were singles between Apr and Dec except for 2 on 11" Apr.

25



29A:C (green ring) (K000311) - present at Lytchett Bay on 22nd Sep 2022, a most exciting record!

It was ringed as a pullus on 31 May
2022 at Carteau, Port-Saint-Louis-du-
rhéne, Bouches-du-Rhéne, FRANCE. A
N movement of 968 km (83 days after

ringing).

© lan Ballam

Lesser Black backed Gull: (21287 31)n

Common passage migrant and uncommon winter visitor. Numbers are much lower now than they were in

t he 90 6 s /whea uplto/2000 &duld occur associated with Corfe Mullen Tip. A very poor year with no
counts greater than 25.

Lesser Black-backed Gull (L.f.intermedius)

A very black-backed adult on 3" Jan was considered to be of this race.

Sandwich Tern: (147 31)n
Uncommon summer visitor. 66 bird-days on 32 dates between 27" Mar - 10" Oct. Max 5 on 18" Jun.

Little Tern: (107 7)
Rare visitor. 2 in Lytchett Bay on 10" May (SR et al).

Common Tern: (267 31)n
Uncommon summer visitor. 44 bird-days recorded on 28 dates between 9" May i 29" Aug. Max 3 on 30™
Jun. Records split between the Bay and Lytchett Fields.

Black Tern: (3-1-4)
Rare visitor. Only the 4" record since 1992. A juv was dip feeding over Sherford Pool on the 6" Sep before
flying off towards Wareham (SR, IB). All records fall within a very narrow window.

Previous records:

1 on 3" Sep 1995

1 on 23 Sep 1997

1 on 10" - 16" Sep 2008

A real record shot but when
site, let alone a rare one, then we will take it. © lan Ballam




Great Northern Diver: (17 4)

5% & 6™ records. The first
year with 2 records. 1 on
12" - 13" Nov off the
Turlin Shore (DW et al)
and another from Rock
Lea View on 25" 7 27t
Nov (IB et al)

© lan Ballam

Cormorant: (50071 31) k
Daily visitor. Large feeding flocks now occur frequently in autumn. Max 500 on 29" Oct was a record count
(previously 370 on 14" Nov 2017).

Glossy lbis: (17 4)

6" & 7™ records and our first truly long staying bird. One flew over the Approach Field on 12" Jan (1B, SR et
al) and then settled into a pattern of arriving in the Bay in the late afternoon as it left its day-time feeding
spot in Lytchett Minster. It was last seen on 24" Jan. Another arrived on 23 Aug and remained until the
following day (1B, SR). Both birds were seen by the editor over his garden!

Spoonbill: (257 13) n
Increasingly frequent visitor. A poor year by recent standards. 17 bird-days on 12 dates. No records
between 22" Feb and 2" Aug. Max 4 on 16™ Oct.

B(AE)+W(AE) was present on 30" Nov 2022.

; ; DR a0 It was ringed as a pullus at Schiermonnikoog,
NETHERLANDS on 19th Jul 2006, and is now 15
years old! A familiar visitor to Lytchett Bay, it has
previously been encountered in 2013, 2015,
2017, 2018, 2020 & 2021. The bird commutes
back and forth between SW England and the
Netherlands. In previous years, the bird has also
been seen en route at Somme, FRANCE during
late Sept and Oct.

© lan Ballam
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Cattle Egret: (57 9) k
Increasingly frequent visitor. 41 bird-days on 23 dates between 21 May and year end was the most ever.

Max 4 on 2 dates. A still black-billed juvenile with 2 adults between 5" i 7" Sep was intriguing.

Grey Heron: (137 31)n
Daily visitor in small numbers. Max 6 on 27" Feb & 1% Oct.

Great White Eqgret: (771 10) k
Scare visitor. Recorded on 11 dates between 20" Apr & 22" Dec. All singles. Over the last 4 years the
range for number dates seen is a very narrow 11 to 14.

Little Eqgret: (677 30)n
Dalily visitor. The largest counts occur in the early morning or late afternoon when birds arrive from or
prepare to set off to roost. Max 30 on 18" Jul.

Osprey: (47 30)n
Annual passage migrant. Recorded on 52 dates. A momentous year for Poole Harbour. Ospreys bred for
the first time in 200 years.

Our first was on 28™ Mar. Seen on 13 further spring dates to the 2" May. There were no further records
until 20 Jun and then none again until 6" Aug. After which there were frequent records until 3™ Oct. The
confirmed maximum count was again 4, though on 19" Aug it was thought that perhaps twice that number
visited the bay during the day!

It is worth noting that no juveniles were introduced into the Harbour this year.

Honey-buzzard: (17 8)
11" record. One was seen over the western Bay on 19" Aug (SR).

Sparrowhawk: (47 31) n
Uncommon. Recorded on at least 83 dates throughout the year. Breeding not known to have occurred this
year.

Goshawk: (17 5)
Rapidly increasing visitor. Prior to this year we had only recorded 4 ever!

Male on 3" Apr (IB)

1 on 15" Jul (RS)

Juv on 27" Jul (TF)

Juv on 28" Aug (IB)

Juv on 24" Sep (PK)
Female on 22" Dec (IB)

Marsh Harrier: (67 30) k

Increasingly regular visitor. Noted on at least 219 dates, the most ever. Not surprising as this species
continues to prosper in Poole Harbour and Dorset. Breeding was successful in Poole Harbour and the
Wareham Channel roost reached a record 31 birds in Nov. Recorded in every month of the year. Max 4 on
several dates. 1 roosted occasionally at both ends of the year.

Hen Harrier: (27 30)n
Irregular Visitor. Recorded on at least 9 dates, typical of recent winters. A ringtail was seen on 5 dates up to
11" Feb and on 4 dates between 15" Nov and year end.

Red Kite: (2971 17) k

Scarce migrant, increasingly expected on spring migration. A better year than 2021 with birds recorded on
at least 26 dates between 5" Feb & 315 Aug. Max 2 on several dates. Surprisingly no records after this
date.
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Raptors are now a big draw for visitors to Lytchett Bay. Marsh Harriers, Ospreys  fishing, Sparrowhawks and frequent, newly arrived, White-tailed Eagles (© Mark Wright)
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White-tailed Eagle: (371 2)

Scarce wanderer from Isle of Wight reintroduction scheme. This scheme started in 2019 and 25 birds have
been released by the summer of 2021, though at the moment they are still too young to begin breeding.
These birds have satellite tags and are tracked. Many have made prolonged explorations away from the
release area before returning to the island, one as far as Germany. Wild European birds are also possible
vagrants. The European population is doing well and expanding towards the North Sea coast. In 2020, 2
untagged birds were recorded in Dorset.

Even after our first records in 2021, nothing prepared us for 2022! Birds were seen on an incredible 44
dates! On four occasions 3 were seen together! These birds clearly love Poole Harbour and Lytchett Bay.
Rock Lea View is set to become a prime eagle watching location.

The future looks bright and hopefully this magnificent creature will be a regular feature in these reports. The
project can be followed at White-tailed Eagle Reintroduction on the Isle of WigiRoy Dennis Wildlife
Foundation

Common Buzzard: (157 31) n
The commonest raptor of the area. Breeds widely in the vicinity. Max 9 on 20™ Mar.

Barn Owl: (271 21)

Bred at Frenchds Farm until 2009. Shortly after thi
been hard to see. A better year with sightings on 5 dates i 6" Jan, 27" Feb, 6" Mar and 6" - 7" Nov. All at
Lytchett Fields. Nocturnal sound recordings at Lytchett Way on 4 dates in spring and 4 dates in autumn.

Short Eared Owl: (17 9)
Rare visitor. 1 over Lytchett Bay on 15" Nov (IB). The first since 2019.

Tawny Owl: (2 territories T 31) n
Uncommon resident. Heard throughout the year from 3 locations i Sandy Close Pond, Lytchett Heath and
Rock Lea View. Successful breeding thought likely but not proven.

Kingfisher: (57 31) n

Passage migrant and uncommon,
but frequently seen, winter visitor.
Bred in 2000, 2020, 2021 and
possibly in other years.

Recorded from all round the Bay
until 12" Mar and from 28" Jun.
One at Sandy Close Pond on 3
dates in autumn was notable. 11
ringed.

A good catch © lan Ballam
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Wryneck: (17 5)

6" record. One in the
Approach Field on 10" Sep
was appreciated by those
who were nearby when found
(PK et al). Another great bird
in a year of great birds.

Wryneck sunning in the brambles by
finder © Paul Kirby

Great Spotted Woodpecker: k
Breeding Resident. Seen regularly in most parts of the Bay. Drumming heard in most areas during spring. 1
ringed.

Green Woodpecker: ,

Breeding resident but uncommon. This species went from being a frequently encountered resident to rare
in the space of 12 months. During 2021 it became apparent that our two core observers were not recording
it. We now ask that all records of this species are submitted to enable us to monitor it more closely.

Recorded on only 17 dates between 11" Feb and 29™ Sep.

Kestrel: (37 31)n

Uncommon resident. Recorded in every month except May. The nest box was not used and there was no
evidence of local breeding. 2 birds were seen occasionally. First ever ringing record for Lytchett Bay. First-
winter male ringed during Lytchett Fields pipit session on 30" Sep.

Merlin: (27 27)n
Scarce visitor. Recorded on 8 dates until 26" Mar and 5 dates from 24" Oct. All singles. A typical year after
the excellent 2021.

This male took up a regular day time lookout © lan Ballam
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Hobby; (47 29) n

Irregular summer visitor. 13
bird-days on 12 dates
between 25" Apri 14" Oct.
Max 2 on 9™ Aug. A relatively
poor showing by recent
standards.

Fine in flight images
© Richard Stephenson

Peregrine: (37 30) n
Frequent visitor. Noted in every month of the year on at least 50 dates as 2021. With successful breeding
taking place in Poole it might be thought that more would be seen here than there were?

Jay: (207 31)n
Resident. Regularly seen throughout the year but most often in autumn.

Magpie: n
Common Resident.

Jackdaw: (6107 31)n
Resident. Recorded throughout the year. 400 passed over Lytchett Heath on their way to roost on 121" Nov.

Rook: (18571 31) k
Breeds on edge of recording area. 16 nests were found at the Watery Lane colony (117 25 nests 2010 i
2021).

Carrion Crow: (1007 31)n
Common Resident. Breeds widely across the area.

Raven: (157 28) k
Uncommon but increasing. Recorded throughout the year, in particular during autumn. Max 15 on 4" Sep
was a record count (previously 13 on 18" Nov 2020).

Coal Tit: k
Uncommon resident, increasing. Recorded from most sites across the calendar. 5 ringed.

Marsh Tit: (17 7)

Rare visitor. The3“r ecord in 4 years. One was at CNeadBs Copse

Interesting that all three records have been in this part of the Bay.
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Blue Tit: n
Common resident. 95 ringed.

Great Tit: n
Common resident. 37 ringed.

Bearded Tit: (407 31) k

Scarce breeder and uncommon passage migrant. The survey in 2019 found at least 4, and possibly 8, pairs
east of the Sherford. Bred successfully but no survey undertaken, 8 juveniles ringed in July. Present around
Lytchett Heath throughout the year. Max 16 on 8" Oct. 28 ringed.

Skylark: (781 -31)n

Scarce breeder and passage migrant. Singing males were recorded in Mar - Jun but breeding success is
unknown. 3+ were in the arable field throughout Jan and Feb. Autumn passage began on 3 Oct and
peaked with 40 on 18™ Oct, 30 on 22" Oct and 20 on 4™ Nov. Very scarce in second winter period. Three
ringed during Lytchett Fields nocturnal wader survey on 27" Feb.

Sand Martin: (50007 31) m
Common passage migrant. Recorded from 17" Mar until 24" Sep. Spring passage was again decent
peaking at 130 on 1%t May. Autumn was poor, no longer a surprise. Max 55 on 23 Jul. 3 ringed.

Swallow: (10007 8007 31)n
Common passage migrant, breeds at French& Farm. Recorded from 26" Mar until 8" Nov. A good year.
Spring migration peaked with 471 (through in 145 mins) on 15 May. 650 roosted on 19" Sep. 28 ringed.

House Martin: (18007 31) n
Common passage migrant, breeding colony on edge of recording area at Watery Lane. Present from 15%
Apr until 2" Oct. Max 150 on 4" Jul. An unusual date.

The colony at Watery Lane continues spread into Seaview Road and has extended into Slough Lane and
Pol i ¢ e manbateaumbeasrare not increasing. Hopefully the newly installed House Martin nest tower
(see above) will prove attractive in 2023.

No of House Martin nests at the Watery Lane colony 2008 i 2022. No of nest collapsed or destroyed in
brackets.

2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022

13 | 15 | 8 | 13 | 2 4 ? 7 | 10 | 18 | 17 | 12 | 18 | 11 | 10
ONNEOBBURNCOREORNO) A @O ]@H 610610

Cetti's Warbler: (11 malesi 30) n

Breeding resident. At least 5 singing males in an almost complete survey (as 2021), less than half the peak
population of 2007 & 2015. Sika deer grazing seems to be limiting habitat in the eastern end of the Bay. 8
juveniles were ringed in the breeding season. 29 ringed.

ANJ0474 - A male ringed at Haseley Manor, Arreton, Isle of Wight on 23" Jul 2020 was re-trapped 645
days later on 29" Apr 2022 at Lytchett Bay. A W movement of 58 km. This individual first appeared at
Lytchett Bay last year and was encountered on 5 occasions between 2" May - 6" Oct 2021.

Long tailed Tit: k
Common resident. Regularly recorded from most sites at the Bay. 29 ringed.

LCK667 - An individual ringed on 7™ Oct 2021 at Lytchett Heath was found dead 127 days later in another
area of Lytchett Bay. A movement of 3 km.

Yellow-browed Warbler: (11 8)
10" & 11" records. One was around the arable field on 26" Oct (IB) and another was at Rock Lea View on
30" - 315 Oct (IB)
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Willow Warbler: (6071 31) n
Passage migrant. This species has been lost as a regular breeder. Recorded between 6" Apr & 3™ Oct. A
now customary poor spring was followed by a reasonable autumn. Max 33 on 6" Aug. 117 ringed.

NVN246 - A first-winter ringed on 2" Sep 2022 at Bardsey Island, UK was re-trapped 9 days later on 11"
Sep at Lytchett Heath. A SE movement of 295 km.

LCN244 - A first-winter ringed on 10™ Aug 2021 at Lytchett Heath was re-trapped 361 days later on 6th Aug
2022 at Middleton NR, Lancashire, UK. A N movement of 372 km.

Chiffchaff: (1427 31)k
Breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. No breeding survey was undertaken but the population
seemed stable at 71 10 territories east of the Sherford found in 2019.

Typically singles were seen at Lytchett Bay View, Lytchett Fields, Sandy Close Pond occasionally in Jan &
Feb. 3 on 121" Mar probably signaled the start of spring migration. Autumn migration excellent and judging
by the number ringed, a record year by some margin. Peaks included 111 on 24" Sep & 91 on 28" Sep.
All time site record of 419 ringed. A record-breaking 111 individuals were trapped and released at Lytchett
Heath on 24™ Sep.

LCK584 - A first-winter ringed on 12" Sep 2021 at Lytchett Heath was re-trapped 226 days later on 26™
Apr 2022 at Portland Bill, Dorset, UK. A SW movement of 37 km.

Siberian Chiffchaff: (1 - 10)
Very scarce migrant. 14" record. One was at Lytchett Way on 8" Mar.

Aquatic Warbler: (27 8)
9" & 10" records (involving 12 individuals). Recorded for the 3™ year in a row.

In early - mid Aug for the first time in many years a classic high pressure system over Europe drew warm
south-easterly winds over southern Britain. On the 7" Aug we made a mistake in not going out and paid the
price when one was caught 10km away at Longham Lakes.

The following weekend the weather again looked good. On the 12" we caught and ringed our first at
Lytchett Heath since 1983 (JSP et al). The following day, 13", we reverted to our preferred site at RSPB
Lytchett Fields and caught two (ANG, SH, JSP, SR et al). All 3 birds were 1cy and none were seen after
release.

Three Aquatic Warblers. Lytchett Heath bird followed by 15t and 2" Lytchett Fields birds. All 1cy. © Shaun Robson
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